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EDUCATION IN THE BAHAMAS 

by Shelby L. Cearley 
Senior Representative, Adtalem Global Education/Chair-Elect, Committee for Standards & Quality, TAICEP 
 
Note: This article is based on a presentation given by the author in February 2024.  
 

Country Overview 
The Commonwealth of The Bahamas is an island nation consisting of 13,943 square kilometers (5,383 
square miles) of more than 3,000 islands and cays across 32 administrative divisions located in the 
Atlantic Ocean east of Florida and north of Cuba. Its capital is Nassau, which is located on the island of 
New Providence. The Bahamas achieved independence from the United Kingdom in 1973, although it 
maintains membership in the Commonwealth of Nations. It operates as a unitary parliamentary 
constitutional monarchy. The head of government is the Prime Minister, and the head of state is the 
current monarch, who is represented in The Bahamas by a Governor-General. The legislative branch of 
government is Parliament, made up of an upper house known as the Senate and a lower house known as 
the House of Assembly. The current population is 399,314 (Commonwealth of the Bahamas, 2022, p. 6). 
The official language of the country is English, although Bahamian Creole is widely spoken.  
 
Map 
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Education Ladder 
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Primary & Secondary Education 
 

Image source: Created by the Author 
 
Education in The Bahamas is free and compulsory 
from 5 to 16 years of age. Primary and secondary 
education in The Bahamas is currently twelve 
years in length. Primary education lasts for six 
years; there is no leaving credential, although 
students do sit the Grade Level Assessment Test 
in Grades 3 and 6. Secondary education lasts for 
six years as well, and it is divided into lower and 
upper secondary. Lower secondary is three years 
in length and ends with the Bahamas Junior 
Certificate. Upper secondary also lasts three years 
and currently ends with the Bahamas General 
Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE). This 
school-leaving examination was created in 1991 
and first awarded in May 1993. This examination 
was developed in coordination with Cambridge 
Assessment International Education, although the 
test is administered by the Bahamian Ministry of 
Education. Students will receive the certificate 
showing subjects taken and grades earned from 

the Ministry or can receive a verification from the Ministry, but they cannot order official scores or 
verification from Cambridge Assessment International Education.  
 
Documentation required for evaluation should be a copy of the official certificate issued by the Ministry 
of Education to the student (if copies are acceptable for evaluation purposes at your organization) or the 
ministry-issued BGCSE verification letter. However, students often will turn in what is known as “internal 
school documents”, typically the school-issued diploma and the school-issued transcript showing courses 
taken during upper secondary years (sometimes including lower secondary years as well, depending ono 
the school attended) and showing exam information. Unfortunately, these documents are not acceptable 
if the student has already graduated from the program. Why? Because the individual school attended 
cannot attest to the scores achieved and the dates taken by the student since this is a ministry-issued 
examination. Only the Ministry of Education can attest to the scores/date. Schools will put BJC, BGCSE, 
and other exams (like City and Guilds) on their transcript as a courtesy for the student. Internal school 
documents on their own should not be used to confirm completion of upper secondary education for 
students who complete the BGCSE track. They can be used temporarily for students who are currently 
enrolled in upper secondary school and have not yet taken the BGCSE examinations. 
 
When the official BGCSE results have been declared, the student will receive a physical document issued 
jointly by the Ministry of Education for the Commonwealth of the Bahamas and the University of 
Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate, a subsidiary area under Cambridge Assessment International 
Education which works with local governments to establish local secondary school leaving certificates 
such as The Bahamas, Singapore, and Zimbabwe. The document looks like very similar to the GCSE and 

Grade Level 
Assessment Test

Bahamas Junior 
Certificate

GCE O Level / 
BGCSE / BHSD
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the IGCSE from Cambridge. The back side of each page is a key which shows the grading scale that is 
used for the examination.  
 
Students only receive one official certificate at the time the final results are released. When they apply 
for another set of documents, what they will receive instead of another certificate is a verification letter. 
This document is now most often sent via email attachment coming directly from the Ministry of 
Education, although they will send a physical document if the student who wants to pay for shipping. 
The letter will verify the date of examination, the subjects completed, and the grades earned for each 
subject. 
 
Until 1991, the General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level from the United Kingdom was the upper 
secondary school leaving credential, given at the end of eleven years of primary and secondary 
education. This credential was last offered in 1992 and was replaced as part of ongoing educational 
reforms and a desire to create a secondary school-leaving credential more fitted to the Bahamian 
system. 
 
Concerns related to the low numbers of students successfully completing the BGCSE led to the creation 
of a new secondary school leaving credential in 2014. This new alternative credential, the Bahamas High 
School Diploma or BHSD, denotes the completion of upper secondary school and give access to 
vocational/technical post-secondary education; it does not generally give access to academic post-
secondary education, but students may be eligible under certain situations to enter academic programs 
that do not lead to a bachelor’s degree. The BHSD is also a three-year program of upper secondary 
education.  
 
The Bahamas High School Diploma graduate has different documentation: a diploma and transcript 
instead of a school-leaving certificate. The official diploma is issued by the Ministry of Education rather 
than from the school itself. The transcript is issued using a ministry-approved format and will not include 
any examination(s) information since no school-leaving examination is required for this alternative 
program.  
 
Please note that there are several international secondary schools located in The Bahamas, so it is 
possible to see an American high school diploma, an International Baccalaureate diploma, or the 
International General Certificate of Secondary Education instead of a Bahamian secondary school leaving 
credential.  
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Sample Secondary Credentials 

Bahamas Junior Certificate (2012 and 2013) 
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Bahamas Junior Certificate (2022) 
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Internal School Documents 
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BGCSE Certificate 
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BGCSE Verification 
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Bahamas High School Diploma 
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Post-Secondary Education 
 

 
 

 
 
Image source: Created by the author 

 
Post-secondary education in The Bahamas is divided into undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Undergraduate education consists of three credentials: the General Certificate of Education Advanced 
Level, the associate’s degree, and the bachelor’s degree. The British qualification of General Certificate of 
Education Advanced Levels, which may still be seen today, is the old qualification which used to be 
required for admission to academic post-secondary education. This was a two-year program offered at 
sixth form colleges. Since the education reforms in the early 1990s, students choosing academic post-
secondary education will typically enter either an associate’s degree program or a bachelor’s degree 
program. The associate’s degree is a two- to three-year program depending on the major, and it can be 
taken either at a college or at the University of the Bahamas. It requires completion of the BGCSE for 
admission, although some institutions may allow BHSD holders admission. The bachelor’s degree the 
next you have the bachelor's degree, which is typically between three to four years and can also be 
taken either at a college or a university. The admission requirement is also the BGCSE. Students who 
complete an associate’s degree are allowed to transfer into the upper level of the bachelor's degree in 
the same or similar field of study. 
 
Graduate education consists of two credentials: a diploma and the master’s degree. Unlike other some 
other countries, the diploma program is post-bachelor diploma lasting either one semester or one year> 
It is available only at the University of the Bahamas, and the requirement for admission is a bachelor's 
degree usually in the same or similar field, although it can be a different field. This credential may be 
called a graduate diploma, a graduate certificate, or simply a diploma. The master’s degree one to two 
years in length at the University of the Bahamas and requires a bachelor’s degree for admission. 

General Certificate of 
Education Advanced 

Levels

• 2 years

• Sixth Form College

• GCE Ordinary Level

Associate Degree

• 2-3 years

• College/University

• BGCSE

Bachelor's Degree

• 3-4 years

• College/University

• BGCSE

Diploma

• 0.5-1 year

• University of the 
Bahamas

• Bachelor's Degree

Master's Degree

• 1-2 years

• University of the 
Bahamas

• Bachelor's Degree
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Students who have completed a diploma program in the same or similar field may be allowed to transfer 
into the second or third semester of the program. Post-master education may be completed through the 
University of the West Indies, a regional university in the Caribbean, but there is no physical UWI campus 
in The Bahamas, and at present, no doctoral degrees are offered at the University of the Bahamas.  
 
Documentation issued to students will be a transcript; students who complete programs will also be 
issued a diploma, although degree conferral including degree name, major/field of study, and date of 
conferral is generally listed on the transcript. Many Bahamian post-secondary academic institutions will 
use US-style semester credits and US-style 4.0 GPA systems. Transcripts issued by the University of the 
Bahamas will denote three levels of study: pre-college, undergraduate, or graduate. Pre-college is 
foundational, non-credit-bearing coursework some students may have to complete prior to being 
allowed to start undergraduate-level coursework. This is like developmental or remedial level 
coursework in the United States: it is part of the student’s academic record, but it does not lead to 
academic credit and does not affect the student’s overall GPA.  
 

Sample Post-Secondary Credentials 

 

Associate Degree – Sample Diploma and Transcript 
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23 

EDUCATION IN THE BAHAMAS 
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Associate Degree – Sample Transcript 
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Bachelor’s Degree 
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Quality Assurance  
 
Quality assurance at all levels is currently the responsibility of the National Accreditation and 
Equivalency Council of the Bahamas, known as NAECOB. This is the statutory body responsible for 
registering and accrediting education institutions which offer training in the Bahamas. Established in 
2006 and operational in 2007, NAECOB did not begin registration/accreditation/recognition activities 
until 2017. Prior to this, the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology was responsible for education 
oversight. 
 
NAECOB has three times of recognition: registration, accreditation, and recognition. Registration 
certifies that an institution/provider offering/proposing to offer an educational service in The Bahamas 
has met the criteria for the provision of such services stated in the Education Act (1962 as amended). 
This is the minimum requirement legally to offer education in The Bahamas.  
 
Accreditation is a multi-tier quality assurance process that evaluates and certifies the credibility, quality, 
and relevance of a particular service(s), educational program(s), product(s) and/or activity(ies) provided 
by locally registered institutions to the general public. There are two types of accreditation:  
 

1. Institutional Accreditation – This is the quality assurance review process of the applicant 
institution’s organizational resources, processes and procedures in its entirety to determine its 
readiness and credibility in the field of education.  

2. Programme Accreditation – This is the quality assurance review process of the applicant 
institution’s academic program offerings only, to determine its relevancy, readiness and 
credibility in their jurisdiction.  

 
Institutions that meet all standards throughout the candidate institution phase will be granted Initial 
Accreditation for a period of five (5) years before seeking reaffirmation of accreditation. At present, no 
institutions in the Bahamas have either institutional or programmatic accreditation. 
 
Recognition is a quality assurance review process for non-Bahamian post-secondary institutions that 
already hold accreditation status from international or regional accreditation bodies recognized by The 
Bahamas and seek to offer their academic programs in The Bahamas. For example, Barry University is an 
American university with US regional accreditation from the Southern Association on Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges. It has a campus in The Bahamas as well, and it has been granted 
“recognition” to operate within The Bahamas.  
 

Primary-Secondary QA 

 
Public primary and secondary institutions are required to be listed on both the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology website and also on the NAECOB website. The MOEST website also includes a 
directory of schools which contains more information (including contact information), which was last 
updated in the 2019-2020 school year.  
 

  

https://www.ministryofeducationbahamas.com/schools
https://www.ministryofeducationbahamas.com/schools
https://naecob.org/primary-secondary-schools/
https://www.ministryofeducationbahamas.com/_files/ugd/e822df_c1d61b8a51574fb28e3794b445068a94.pdf
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Post-Secondary QA 

 
At the post-secondary level, look for programmatic recognition when looking at Bahamian post-
secondary institutions or for institutional recognition for non-Bahamian post-secondary institutions.  
 
Categories of NAECOB’s Post-Secondary Quality Assurance 
 

 
 
Image source: Created by the author 

 
There are two additional categories for non-academic post-secondary education: Registered Allied 
Health Institutions and Registered Educational Programmes and Projects (Local). Allied Health 
institutions offer vocational and career preparation training for fields in Allied Health, but these are not 
academic and cannot transfer into either an associate or bachelor degree program.  
 

Checking NAECOB Status 

For credentials earned since 2017, checking the NAECOB status of programs/institutions is usually easy. 
We will use this sample from the Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute (BTVI):  
 

 
 
NOTE: Links used in this demonstration were correct/live as of 20 June 2024.  
 
 

•Programmatic

•Only the programs listed on the "Institution's Profile" are NAECOB-approved 

Registered Local Post-Secondary Schools

•Programmatic

•May or may not be academic; only programs listed on the "Institution's Profile" are NAECOB-
approved

Registered Training Institutions

•Institutional

•Must have home country accreditation/recognition first before being eligible for NAECOB 
registration; applies to all programs at the institution

Registered Regional/International Institutions
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Navigate to the NAECOB website and hover your cursor over 
“Registered Institutions” in the menu bar at the top of the page. BTVI 
is a local post-secondary institution, so click on “Post-Secondary 
Institutions (Local)”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A webpage with an embedded PDF document should appear.  
 

 
 
This document, which you can download for your archive, confirms that BTVI is a registered institution, 
but you then must click on “Institution’s Profile” to see which programs at BTVI have been registered 
since local post-secondary registration is programmatic.  
  

https://naecob.org/


 

33 

EDUCATION IN THE BAHAMAS 

 
Another PDF, which you can 
download for your archive, will 
show all the programs which 
are approved by NAECOB. They 
are separated by level. Only 
the associate degree programs 
were included for this 
screenshot, but BTVI also has 
approved diploma and 
certificate programs.  
 
The profile does confirm that 
the “Information Technology 
Management” program was 
approved in November 2018, 
so this was a recognized, 
approved program at the time 
of the student’s graduation in 
2020.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now let’s look at the sample from the University of The Bahamas:  
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Again, look at the “Post-Secondary Institutions (Local)” webpage on the NAECOB site. The University of 
The Bahamas is last on the list. Click on “Institution’s Profile”:  
 

 
 

The profile confirms that as of 
April 2018, all the bachelor’s and 
master’s programs at the 
University of The Bahamas were 
approved. The student’s degree 
was awarded in 2020, so the 
program was approved at the 
time of the student’s graduation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Author’s Note: Special thanks to Amanda Shoaf Morrison of Scholaro and Andrew Goss of Indiana 
University for providing some of the sample documents.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://naecob.org/post-secondary-institutions-local/
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https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/About%20Us/Bahamian%20Education%20System/!ut/p/b1/vZDJjptAFEW_JR9AU1AFmCVgsMFMLmY2iMHGZvbQTF8fJ8oim05vIr-7etKRjnTImAzJuEvHa5k-r32XNr_-mE2OIjg6Og8FgBgBCJKi6kfKozwFkAEZuhHit0idZDVLpPJRsY5cGrcBa4RW7nfCPGSUVGXAOYj3ZMR5O8BHsmnmE4iGwMPVVtX6iP0cmfx89GpZNZpPXl6k23O6iHPWiZJ3uTDTBjHuTHg6y1inRl4CmcdZ3lmVAebQXrI8OxF0VxBSsSsAMvJBt5xkqLJmqsOSEIaemDGiZy4Y6CWoMJtOt2I3tKUr005JKZpICXWtBEqZ6cYDAZyN5zyZxMOlrOhXhOgVAXxxAvi-UfwbgWBnCALaGBbt8kClJIo9eAzYbNEf4F-Kf0og-gZwOTJ6AdyXAAdIlwwBSpxqGdS1XnEFptlZTdPwZp2SKdOUV9d0FdXhY9OohIlyvelZYdNYBWiur45P2y587InCtjoTN_s7IfVuIXyz0ETvFr47qfn_k2pkfM3ajylvP8AHBwG9oSAPIEMDiqFJv_KIOS2NeWvTfrBOdP4oageMmeYo24OyrKIG7ctE0_F-YS274649lhpw6PjElQH8lPZ3VnLMOkrp-Z7hYD_uD3mVwRbr1jyctZ5Tr1J-HU-Bkdddia0Cqj6rwmLPc_Z9Sgr6cIkW58mF9dj7Gr_hT3gzM6ZluQZVgSbMCPvqSZr7RBsv5vwBlsWZ0rhx4KKtzmv8bbxJQmjKxKfHwKdzsU9Ksl-PySr5vTwHSLpmSuxVWEmXKF5Lv7EFLw30_gwPl2Q1QtAGMDnGaG2tgDT3fXsih3bUWSyfzb-HhB8_AQH8PVk!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/About%20Us/Bahamian%20Education%20System/!ut/p/b1/vZDJjptAFEW_JR9AU1AFmCVgsMFMLmY2iMHGZvbQTF8fJ8oim05vIr-7etKRjnTImAzJuEvHa5k-r32XNr_-mE2OIjg6Og8FgBgBCJKi6kfKozwFkAEZuhHit0idZDVLpPJRsY5cGrcBa4RW7nfCPGSUVGXAOYj3ZMR5O8BHsmnmE4iGwMPVVtX6iP0cmfx89GpZNZpPXl6k23O6iHPWiZJ3uTDTBjHuTHg6y1inRl4CmcdZ3lmVAebQXrI8OxF0VxBSsSsAMvJBt5xkqLJmqsOSEIaemDGiZy4Y6CWoMJtOt2I3tKUr005JKZpICXWtBEqZ6cYDAZyN5zyZxMOlrOhXhOgVAXxxAvi-UfwbgWBnCALaGBbt8kClJIo9eAzYbNEf4F-Kf0og-gZwOTJ6AdyXAAdIlwwBSpxqGdS1XnEFptlZTdPwZp2SKdOUV9d0FdXhY9OohIlyvelZYdNYBWiur45P2y587InCtjoTN_s7IfVuIXyz0ETvFr47qfn_k2pkfM3ajylvP8AHBwG9oSAPIEMDiqFJv_KIOS2NeWvTfrBOdP4oageMmeYo24OyrKIG7ctE0_F-YS274649lhpw6PjElQH8lPZ3VnLMOkrp-Z7hYD_uD3mVwRbr1jyctZ5Tr1J-HU-Bkdddia0Cqj6rwmLPc_Z9Sgr6cIkW58mF9dj7Gr_hT3gzM6ZluQZVgSbMCPvqSZr7RBsv5vwBlsWZ0rhx4KKtzmv8bbxJQmjKxKfHwKdzsU9Ksl-PySr5vTwHSLpmSuxVWEmXKF5Lv7EFLw30_gwPl2Q1QtAGMDnGaG2tgDT3fXsih3bUWSyfzb-HhB8_AQH8PVk!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu/AA/00/08/73/94/00001/National%20report%20on%20Higher%20Education%20Bahamas%202005.pdf
https://ufdcimages.uflib.ufl.edu/AA/00/08/73/94/00001/National%20report%20on%20Higher%20Education%20Bahamas%202005.pdf
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