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Introduction to BTEC

• BTECs are career-based qualifications designed to give students the skills they need to 
move on to higher education or go straight into employment.

• When combined with academic learning in a school or college (or as a stand-alone course 
in further or higher education), a BTEC develops a range of practical knowledge and skills 
which help learners to prepare for – and progress in – their chosen career.

• Classroom style teaching combined with project work and practical, work-related activities 
help to develop students' behavioural skills, which can include teamwork, creative thinking 
and presentation skills.

• The assessment type will depend on the Level and type but many include a mixture of 
assignment and exams. 

• More employers and Higher Education institutions than ever before are choosing BTEC-
qualified candidates for their academic and practical knowledge and skills.



History of BTEC

• BTEC’s began in 1965 with the formation of the Technical Education Council 
(TEC) in the UK. 

• The first modern BTEC qualification was taught over 30 years ago, following 
the merger of TEC with the Business Education Council (BEC) in the UK.

• Now over a million BTECs are studied every year, and they continue to be one 
of the most exciting, innovative and empowering qualifications in the world. 

• Pearson own BTEC qualifications and are one of the main awarding bodies in 
the United Kingdom. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CRNo1wGkUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5CRNo1wGkUA


BTECs come in different levels, from Entry Level (Foundation Learning) right through to professional 
qualifications at Level 7 (equivalent to postgraduate study).

In terms of University Progression; 

• BTEC Level 3 Nationals – Typically progress onto the first year of undergraduate study in the UK - In 
the US students can gain credit. 

• BTEC Level 4 Higher National Certificate (HNC) – Students typically progress onto the second year of 
an undergraduate degree UK – In the US students can gain up to 32 credits. 

• BTEC Level 5 Higher National Diploma (HND) – Students typically progress onto the final year of an 
undergraduate degree in England, Wales & N.Ireland – In the US students can gain up to 64 credits.

All the above qualifications are graded Pass, Merit, Distinction. BTEC Professional and Specialist 
qualifications are not graded – Students receive a pass/fail mark. 

BTEC Levels and Progression 



Frameworks

Through out this presentation I refer to the RQF, NQF, QCF frameworks. As such I wanted to do 
a quick introduction to help with the presentation. 

• New Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) was introduced by Ofqual in September 
2015. 

• Pearson qualifications if regulated by Ofqual have to sit on a framework. 
• The RQF replaced the QCF and NQF Frameworks 

The RQF provides a single, simple system for cataloguing all qualifications regulated by Ofqual. 
It’s like a bookcase in a library, with qualifications indexed by their ‘level’ and ‘size’. 
Qualifications at any specific level can be very different from one another, for example in their 
content and purpose. Ofqual maintain a register that provides more detail on each 
qualification.



BTEC Nationals – University Progression



UCAS/HESA data on entry to HE

• 24.3% of students entered university in 2015-16 with a BTEC compared with just 
13.5% in 2008. This data does not include learners outside of the UK, where 
progression to university is significantly higher due to the learner profile. 

• The fastest growing routes to HE are with a BTEC, or a BTEC/A level mix

• The proportion of students entering HE with a BTEC is higher in areas with a low 
rate of entry into HE

• The proportion of BTEC students coming from disadvantaged backgrounds is higher 
than for A levels students

• The proportion of BTEC students coming from black and minority ethnic groups is 
higher than for A levels students





The student sample by qualification type
(UCAS data – A level and BTEC only)
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BTEC Nationals Registrations

Registrations by size (2015) of BTEC Nationals that are mainly
used for progression to HE:

• Extended Diploma: 107,000 (equivalent to 321,000 A levels)

• Diploma: 44,000 (equivalent to 88,000 A levels)

• Subsidiary Diploma: 114,000

In total c550,000 A level equivalents (cf 850,000 A level results)



BTEC National subjects - highest uptake

1. Sport

2. Business

3. Health and Social Care

4. ICT / computing

5. Applied Science

6. Art and Design

7. Creative and Media

8. Engineering

9. Performing Arts



Most popular degree subjects - BTEC students





UK universities recognising BTEC

• Around 95% of universities and colleges in the UK accept BTEC students.

• Including competitive universities from the Russell Group. 

• In addition there is growing trend of international universities 
recognizing BTEC Nationals for student progression. 



Below is the following taken from Oxford University website 

“BTEC Nationals include qualifications equivalent to A-levels, so students studying these 
qualifications would be welcome to apply. A D grade (distinction) in a BTEC National would 
be considered equivalent to an A at A-level, and a D* in a BTEC National would be 
considered equivalent to an A* at A-level.

Conditional offers would usually be:

• Extended Diploma with D*D*D to DDD, depending on the course.
• Diploma with DD plus an A grade at A-level, possibly with one or two * grades, depending 

on the course.
• Subsidiary Diploma with D plus two A grades at A-level, possibly with one or two * 

grades, depending on the course.”



Review of BTEC Nationals

Pearson has revised the BTEC National suites of qualifications for first teaching 
in 2016. The development has been informed by:

1. Pearson’s UK research undertaken over the past four years.

2. UK Department for Education (DfE) criteria for inclusion of vocational 
qualifications in 16-19 Performance Tables*

3. External Stakeholder Advisory Groups with membership from HE, 
employers and professional bodies

4. Pearson’s World Class Qualifications principles



DfE criteria for Vocational Qualifications

“Applied General qualifications are level 3 (advanced) qualifications that 
provide broad study of a vocational area. They are recognised by at least three 
Higher Education Institutions. Some employers and professional/trade bodies 
have also pledged support.”

“Tech Levels are level 3 (advanced) qualifications for students wishing to 
specialise in a technical occupation or occupational group. They are 
recognised by a relevant trade or professional body or at least five employers. 
Many higher education institutions have also pledged support.”





New rules introduced for all learners starting BTEC Firsts and Nationals 
courses in September 2014, providing much clearer guidance on what is 
and is not allowed

There are restrictions on:

• resubmissions – one only undertaken by the learner independently, 
with no further guidance 

• retakes (available as QCF requires all units to be passed) – one only 
with new task/assignment limited to pass only

Changes we have made to BTEC Nationals



Most existing BTEC National titles have now been redeveloped for first teaching in 2016 
(progression to HE in 2018). Approach taken:

• They were redeveloped as ‘BTECs’ and fitted against AG or TL criteria as appropriate

• Whether AG or TL, developments were informed by Higher Education, employers and 
professional bodies. 

• Letters of recognition were obtained from Higher Education Institutions, employers 
and professional bodies for both AG and TL qualifications



Features of the new BTEC Nationals

• External assessment (most subjects have at least one written examination) – at least 33%

• Larger core of mandatory units – at least 50%

• Students must pass all externally assessed units and most or all of the mandatory units

• Synoptic assessment

• One resit only for externally assessed units 

• One resubmission/one retake for internally assessed units

• More emphasis on research skills

• Strengthening and embedding of mathematics and/or English (writing) requirements



Grading & Sizes

• Pearson consulted with HE and employers on the grading. 

• As a result of the feedback received, we:

• retained the grades P, M, D and D* for the qualifications

• retained the use of double and triple grades for the two larger sizes

• used one grade for the Foundation Diploma (1.5 A levels)

• made small changes to the algorithms used to determine the 
qualification grades for each size of qualification





Examples of titles
Some more specialist qualifications in the subject suites have slightly different titles from the rest of 
the suite, although there will be some common content.

For example, in the Computing suite, there are the following 

• Applied General qualifications:

o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Computing
o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Foundation Diploma in Computing
o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Computing

• More specialist Tech Levels:

o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Computer Science
o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Computing for Creative Industries
o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Computer Systems and Network Support
o Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Business Information Systems



Timeframes

The revised BTEC Nationals in most titles will be introduced for first teaching in 
September 2016

Students with these qualifications will progress to HE in autumn 2018

NB: In 2018, some students will be applying to Higher Education with the old 
QCF BTECs and some with the new revised BTEC Nationals. However, the titles 
will be easily distinguishable.



BTEC Nationals outside of the UK

• Due to the ongoing complexity of the changes in the UK, International 
centres are continuing to offer the QCF BTEC Nationals until end of 2017.

• We are under consultation in the development of International BTEC 
Nationals. 

• Universities in the UK will continue to accept QCF Nationals as part of the 
admissions requirements, as it not uncommon for students to apply to 
university having gained a number of years of work experience.   



University Progression –
BTEC Higher Nationals

BTEC Higher National Qualifications have been designed to provide specialist 
work-related learning and are offered at two levels, to allow greater 
flexibility: BTEC Higher National Certificates and BTEC Higher National Diplomas.

They are equivalent to the first and second year of a university degree, and are 
both ideal for students looking to progress to, or within, employment, or the 
final year of a degree.



Recognition

• Most (107) UK universities recognise HNs for admissions onto undergraduate 
degree programmes

• 42 UK universities confirming advanced placement onto either the final (HND) 
or penultimate year (HNC) of the undergraduate degree. 

• 1000 + progression pathways with advanced standing. 
• Universities who value HNs tend to have with strong employer vocational links.
• We have a small number of university articulation agreements for HN learners 

to progress onto UG Degree programmes in North America.
• Credit evaluators recommend up to 64 credits for a US Degree.  



New Higher Nationals from 2016

• Accredited to the Ofqual Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF).

• Mapped against the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications and 
Subject Sector Benchmarks.

• Mapped to meet the standards of relevant Professional Bodies.

• Designed to incorporate Pearson World Class Qualifications principles: 
demanding, rigorous, inclusive and empowering.



Changes we have made to HNs

An exciting, up to date curriculum offer that provides contemporary specialist knowledge and 

pathways for students.

Extended learning platforms that lead to increased and specialist progression opportunities for 

students. 

Curriculum that embeds employability skills and transferable skills throughout the units to 

enhance student career prospects and personal development. 

Robust quality assurance measures to strengthen quality and integrity of the qualification to 

meet QAA requirements and Higher Education Reviews.

A comprehensive support package delivered online to support students and centres with 

resources: assessment materials, Schemes of Work and delivery resources.



Timeline



Review of Documents



History: 
ONCs, ONDs, HNCs, HNDs → BTECs

• Most known among the vocational and technical qualifications 
in Britain

• Date back to 1921, under different professional associations
• Continued on with TEC and BEC in the 1970s
• ONCs and ONDs phased out in favor of the National Certificates 

and Diplomas in 1983*
• BTEC & London Examinations in 1996 → Edexcel
• Reorganized against the NQF in 2002
• Redeveloped and renamed for the QCF (2010) and RQF (2015)



Unofficial 
Records



Unofficial 
Records



Official 
Records



Newer Format 
Official Records



General Timetable
BTEC Nationals (Level 3) 2016 specifications / RQF

• Exams in January and June

• Final certificates in October

BTEC Nationals (Level 3) 2010 specifications / QCF

• Internal Assessments

• Final certificates within 2-4 wks of submission of claim by school

BTEC Higher National Certificates (Level 4) & Higher National Diplomas (Level 5)

• Internal Assessments

• Final certificates within 2-4 wks of submission of claim by school



New Regulated Qualifications Framework: Level 3

QCF RQF Approximation

BTEC Level 3 Certificate BTEC Level 3 National Certificate ½ A level

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate

1 A level

BTEC Level 3 90-credit Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Foundation 
Diploma

1.5 A levels

BTEC Level 3 Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Diploma 2 A levels

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma 

3 A levels



New Regulated Qualifications Framework: Levels 4-8

Level RQF Approximation

4 BTEC Level 4 Higher National Certificates Certificate of Higher 
Education

5 BTEC Level 5 Higher National Diplomas Diploma of Higher 
Education

6 BTEC Level 6 Specialist and Professional 
Qualifications

Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate 
Certificate/Diploma

7 BTEC Level 7 Specialist and Professional 
Qualifications

Master’s Degree
Postgraduate 
Certificate/Diploma

8 Doctorate



Examination Tariff Points QF Approximation

AP (grade 5) 120

IB Higher Level (grade 7) 130

GCE A Level (grade A*) 140

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 
(grade D*)

140 1 A Level

BTEC Level 3  90-credit Diploma 
(grade D*D*)

280 1.5 A Level

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
(grade D*D*D*)

420 3 A Levels

UCAS Tariff Points (2015)



Grading

BTEC United States

Distinction* (D*) A+ = 4.00

Distinction (D) A = 4.00

Merit (M) B = 3.00

Pass (P) C = 2.00

Ungraded (U) F = 0.00



BTEC Level 4 
Higher National 
Certificate





New Regulated Qualifications Framework: Level 3

QCF RQF Approximation

BTEC Level 3 Certificate BTEC Level 3 National Certificate ½ A level

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate

1 A level

BTEC Level 3 90-credit Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Foundation 
Diploma

1.5 A levels

BTEC Level 3 Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Diploma 2 A levels

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma 

3 A levels





BTEC Level 5 
Higher National 
Diploma





New Regulated Qualifications Framework: Levels 4-8

Level RQF Approximation

4 BTEC Level 4 Higher National Certificates Certificate of Higher 
Education

5 BTEC Level 5 Higher National Diplomas Diploma of Higher 
Education

6 BTEC Level 6 Specialist and Professional 
Qualifications

Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate 
Certificate/Diploma

7 BTEC Level 7 Specialist and Professional 
Qualifications

Master’s Degree
Postgraduate 
Certificate/Diploma

8 Doctorate





Online Flash Survey

• Posted on 5 online communities (e.g., NAFSA, inter-l…)

• Received 120 responses

• Took out duplicate institutions and evaluation agencies

• N = 108

• Not scientific study
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Responses: “No” & “Other”

• Considered vocational/technical education

• Viewed as secondary level

• Course-by-course review

• Certain levels only (e.g., Level 3 Diploma / Level 4 / Level 5 & above)

• Will consider for non-vocational subjects

• Need NACES evaluation

• Do not receive or rarely receive BTECs



Resources:
E-Publications



Print 
Publications



Websites: Ofqual & 
Pearson/BTEC

http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-
us/qualification-brands/btec.html



Contact

• Laurent Lemaitre: laurent.lemaitre@pearson.com

• Emily Tse: etse@ierf.org


